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Teacher(s) Ann Hefte Subject group and discipline Arts (Visual Arts) 

Unit title Ghana and Me MYP year 1 Unit duration (hrs) 20 

Inquiry: Establishing the purpose of the unit 

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context 

 

Global Interactions 

 

Innovation 

 

Personal and cultural expression 

Statement of inquiry 

 

Personal and cultural expression can inspire artistry 

	  

Inquiry questions---How can my art connect me to Ghana? 

Factual—What does art look and sound like in Ghana?   

What materials are used and how are they sourced? 

What are traditional forms of artmaking in Ghana?  How have techniques and styles changed over time? 

Conceptual— 

How does culture impact art?  (in Ghana, China, and for me?)   

How does art contribute to society? 

How do the relationships I’ve made with Ghanian people affect my thinking and artmaking? 

Debatable— 

Is studying Ghana relevant to my life in China? 

Does art always have meaning? 

Can I take inspiration from others but still make original work? 
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Objectives Summative assessment 

 

 

HOW CAN MY ART CONNECT ME TO GHANA? 

 

 

 

Knowing and Understanding (a) 

Artists	  will	  articulate	  how	  their	  artwork	  is	  linked	  
to	  the	  Ghanian	  art	  forms	  studied.	  

	  

Developing	  Skills	  (b)	  

Artists	  will	  demonstrate	  a	  progression	  of	  skill	  
development.	  

	  

Thinking	  Creatively	  (c)	  

Artist	  will	  identify	  why	  they	  made	  their	  piece	  and	  
how	  they	  arrived	  at	  the	  idea.	  

	  

Responding	  (d)	  

Artists	  will	  reflect	  on	  how	  forming	  global	  human	  
relationships	  impacted	  their	  thinking	  and	  

Outline of summative assessment task(s) including 
assessment criteria: 

 

 

Oral presentation 

 

 

 

 

Progress journal (Digital journey on Schoology 
Portfolio) 

 

 

 

Oral presentation 

 

	  

Written	  artist	  statement	  to	  accompany	  work	  at	  the	  
exhibit.	  

Relationship between summative assessment task(s) 
and statement of inquiry: 

 

Through research, collaboration, artmaking, and 
presentation students will explore and demonstrate 
how making connections to people and art from a 
culture different from their own can open our minds 
and inspire our work.  The public celebration will be a 
schoolwide music and art fair to welcome our visiting 
Ghanian artist, Dr. Kofi Gbolonyo. 
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influenced	  their	  artmaking.	  

Approaches to learning (ATL) 

 

Thinking skills: Ongoing reflections will help the students to create connections between their research, personal style, cultural universals, and artmaking skills.  
Ultimately they will need to make their thinking visible through the final oral presentation and written artist statement. 

Reseach/Social Skills: artists will use collaborative Pinboards (via Pinterest) to share and link resources.  They will also use first sources from people in Ghana as well 
as the music teacher who visits often. 

Communication Skills:  Artists will continually use active listening and feedback skills to consider the ideas and opinions of others.  This will take place in the form of 
small peer groups within class, interviews with Ms. Earley and Dr. Kofi, and skype calls with the Ghanian students. 

Self-management skills: Student will be responsible for planning each day/week.  Sporadic check-ins will guide their timelines and insure that they’re on track.   The 
Schoology calendar will note all due dates and the students will need to do backwards planning with their small groups to meet them. 

 

Action: Teaching and learning through inquiry 

Content Learning process 

 Learning experiences and teaching strategies 

 

What symbols and colors do I like?  What can I 
create? 

 

What Ghanian techniques am I curious about? How 
can I learn more about them?  What does it inspire 
me to try?  How is is related but tweaked to match 
my own style? 

Formative Assessment 

 

Student journal 

 

 

Regular conferencing one-on-one and with 
each small cooperative group 

Differentiation 

 

Student determines which format—hard 
copy or digital images w write up on 
Schooology to suit his/her needs. 

Offer varying levels of guidance to meet the 
indivduals needs in terms of time-
management.  Ask questions to help each 
dig deeper.  Acknowledge specific 
skills/techniques that are strong and offer 



Middle Years Programme Unit planner           4 

 

What do I have in common with other artists?  How 
can we form a collaborative group?  Will our art 
come together as an ensemble or installation? Will 
people use our art to perform?  How can we 
become a group but still have a specific role and 
specialty within? 

next steps to match their individual goal 
and stage of progress. 

Resources   

 

 

  

Reflection: Considering the planning, process and impact of the inquiry 

Prior to teaching the unit During teaching After teaching the unit 

 

Explore our own aesthetics.  Develop a personal 
symbol.  Play in our sketchbooks.  Find words to 
articulate our styles.   

 

Shop around to see what catches our eye using 
Pinterest to capture the snapshots of what we find 
appealing. 

 

Do sketching and writing around the human univerals 
of joy, fear, and hopes for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

How do artists combine their skills sets and styles to 
work collaboratively?   

 

How can our artwork impact SAS?  Beyond SAS?  
On Oct 20th?  Beyond Oct 20th? 

 

How do artists take inspiration from hearing the ideas 
and opinions of others? 

 

How is my life the same and different from my 
Ghanian partner? 

 

Where is my research taking me?  What am I curious 
about?  What component of Ghanian artmaking am I 
going to dig deeper into? 

 

How did my artmaking grow as a result of this unit? 

How did my thinking change? 

How will the relationships form affect my future? 

What did I learn about myself as a person? 

Where will this take me next? 
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